Tissue plasminogen activator (t-PA) and placental plasminogen activator inhibitor (PAI-2) in gingival fluid from 8-9-year-old children.
High concentrations of tissue plasminogen activator (t-PA) and placental type plasminogen activator inhibitor (PAI-2) have previously been found in gingival crevicular fluid (GCF) of adults. In the present study, the levels were examined in 16 children aged 8-9 yr. Sampling of GCF was performed with small disks of Millipore-filter. t-PA and PAI-2 were analyzed with enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays with low method errors. The mean concentration of t-PA was slightly higher than in adults, while the mean PAI-2-concentration was slightly lower. An intraindividual study comparing healthy and inflamed sites in the children showed slightly higher concentrations in GCF from inflamed sites. No change was observed in the balance between t-PA and PAI-2.